[Surgery for Parkinson's disease].
Surgery for Parkinson's Disease (PD) is being increasingly used. The main reason for this renewal in surgical treatment for PD is the "deep brain stimulation" (DBS) that replaced the previously used stereotactic lesions in most centers. DBS allows a focal specific electrical stimulation of basal ganglia target instead of an irreversible lesion. Mainly bilateral DBS of the nucleus subthalamicus is now an established surgical treatment for PD. But DBS of the Globus pallidus internus and of the thalamus should still be considered in selected patients. DBS is an efficient treatment for motor complication of PD that can no longer be controlled by drug treatment. Dyskinesia, bradykinesia, tremor and rigor can be improved by DBS and the medication can be reduced. It is still unclear, however, how the improvement in motor symptoms affects quality of life in the long term. Furthermore, patients with severe cognitive and psychiatric symptoms as well as patients with severe axial symptoms should not be operated since these symptoms may worsen after surgery.